FOX AND  IRELAND             187
rebellion, had only a few years back stood side by side in
a bracing comradeship, and forgotten in the name of Irish-
men their centuries of hatred. Franklin signed the treaty
with France which made America independent, in the coat
he wore when the British House of Commons rejected his
appeal for the colonists. Grattan made his last fight for
his doomed and dying Parliament in the uniform that had
gleamed with the splendour of Ireland's day of liberation.
The first effort of the Unionists failed, and the glittering
house-tops of Dublin proclaimed in 1799 that patriotism had
conquered.1 But the English Government never relaxed its
efforts. No form of bribery was forgotten. The Protestants
were told that their establishment could only be saved by
Union. The Catholics were told that the English Cabinet
was in favour of Catholic emancipation with the Union,
and against it without a Union. Every minister or official
who preferred his country to Pitt's bribes was dismissed;
and plans were discussed for increasing by manipulation the
patronage which rewarded apostacy. The whole system and
mechanism of administration in every corner of Ireland was
directed to one supreme purpose; the elimination of every
official who opposed the Union. A million and a quarter
were spent in buying out the patrons of the boroughs;
twenty-two peers were created; the whole spirit of reverence
for the law was destroyed by making the bench the reward
of every parasite who would take Castlereagh's secret service
money to write on the side of the Union. By 1800 the
Government had succeeded in their object, and the wall of
Irish corruption had been built high enough to \vithstand
the tide of Irish patriotism. The constitution of Ireland was
destroyed by a foreign power just as certainly as was the
constitution of Poland. Everyone remembers Cormvallis's
exclamations of moral horror in the midst of this odious
world of the bribers and the bribed, but Pitt1 s composure
never deserted him, and in January 1799 the very man who
1 The Union Act was rejected in 1799 by 109 to 104.    In 1800 Castlereagh's
resolution in favour of union was carried by 160 to 117.